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FIRST QUARTER—2011 

NE Growers Visit Washington, D.C. 

Members of NeCGA returned to Washington for the 

18th annual DC Leadership Trip. Corn farmers from 

across the state spent the week of February 7th visiting 

with our elected officials and associated industries. 

The trip kicked off with a day of orientation and leader-

ship training in Omaha on February 7th. The group was 

also provided a chance to visit with representatives from 

the Nebraska Corn Board, Farm Credit Services of Amer-

ica and the Renewable Fuels Association. 

The group left for DC the morning of February 8th be-

fore spending the afternoon receiving issues briefings 

from staff members of National Corn Growers Associa-

tion and the Renewable Fuels Association DC office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
               

Left to Right: Chad Moyer, Carl Sousek, Pat Luther, Steve 
Nelson, Todd Hornung, Senator Ben Nelson, Paul Gangwish, 
Mike Oswald, Steve Vyhnalek, Bob Dickey, Dan Nerud, Mat 
Habrock  

The 9th and 10th saw the growers spending time telling 

the story of Nebraska’s corn. Participants had the opportu-

nity to visit with all 5 of Nebraska’s elected officials and 

their staff. In addition, meetings were held with USDA Na-

tional Ag Statistics Service, National Pork Producers Coun-

cil, Corn Refiners Association, Syngenta, North American 

Millers Association and American Farmland Trust. 

“The trip provided us with a tremendous opportunity to 

visit with our Senators and Congressman and inform them 

of the needs of Nebraska’s corn farmers. In addition we 

had great meetings with various groups that support dif-

ferent segments of our industry,” said Carl Sousek, NeCGA 

President. “We had a great group of producers from across 

the state that had the opportunity to get involved with the 

political process. This trip historically has served as a great 

way for NeCGA to develop new leaders.” 

              Continued on Page 3                                           

Participants outside of the United State Capitol Building 
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I would like to take the opportunity in my first message to introduce my-
self.  I am Carl Sousek. My wife Susan and I have three children. Nick, 23, is 
a graduate of the University of Nebraska-Omaha.  Nick is employed with 
Cargill as a grain origination specialist in central Nebraska.  Jessica, 19, is 
attending the University of Nebraska-Kearney.  Jessica is now completing 
her second year, majoring in speech pathology. Kara, 17, is a junior at 
Bishop Neumann high school in Wahoo. Susan is the postmaster in our 
home town of Prague. 

We operate a non-irrigated no-till farm in northwest Saunders county in 
partnership with my brother Dave and his family. We have a diversified op-
eration producing corn, soybeans, wheat and alfalfa. We also have a cow-
calf operation and back ground our calves. 

Since being elected to office in December, I have had the opportunity to 
represent Nebraska Corn growers on several occasions. I have attended the 
National Policy and Priority Conference in St. Louis, Syngenta’s  Leadership 
Development Program in Washington, D.C., Nebraska Corn Growers Lead-
ership Development Program also in D.C. and NCGA Corn Congress in 
Tampa, Florida. There have also been many legislative forums, meetings 
with other Nebraska commodity organizations and opportunities to testify 
on legislation in our Unicameral.  Although it has been a very busy first 
three months in office, I have found my experiences to be very rewarding. 

The issues that Nebraska’s corn industry must address may seem endless, 
but knowing that you as members have placed such a talented and dedi-
cated group of producers on the state board of directors is encourag-
ing.  The guidance and council they offer, helps me better fulfill my respon-
sibilities of representing the Nebraska Corn Growers Association. 

It is a exciting time in agriculture. The challenges are many but the oppor-
tunities are endless. I look forward to serving as your Association President 
this year and hope I will be able to meet as many of our members as I can 
in the coming year. 

Have a safe and productive spring. 

 

 

Carl Sousek 

President 
Nebraska Corn Growers Association  

Presidentõs Page 
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Continued from page 1 

2011 Washington DC Leadership Trip 

Participating in this year’s trip included Carl and Susan 
Sousek of Prague, Steve and Rochelle Nelson of Schuyler, 
Todd Hornung of Wahoo, Steve Vyhnalek of Dorchester, 
Andy Jobman of Gothenburg, Marshall and Lindsay 
Poehler of Wood River, Russ and Shelly Hawthorne of 
Kearney, Steve Ebke of Daykin, Mike and Deborah Oswald 
of Aurora, Pat and Cathy Luther of Elm Creek, Paul and 
Deborah Gangwish of Shelton, Dan and Joan Nerud of 
Dorechester, Joel and Laura Grams of Minden and Bob and 
Mary Dickey of Laurel. Chad Moyer with KTIC radio was 
also along to provide media coverage for the trip. 

This trip was made possible thanks to sponsorships from 
the Nebraska Corn Board and Farm Credit Services of 
America. 

Sam Willet of National Corn Growers Association giving the 
group a briefing on the upcoming farm bill discussions. 

Save the Date! 
Details and invitations available soon 



4 

 
 
Congratulations to David Endorf of Daykin for winning a John 
Deere riding lawn mower.  NeCGA along with the Nebraska Corn 
Board and Nebraska Soybean Association conducted signups at 
the Nebraska State Fair, River City Rodeo and Stock Show, 
Husker Harvest Days, Lincoln Power Show and the Nebraska Ag 
Classic. The drawing was made possible thanks to a generous 
donation by Plains Equipment Group. 

Lawn Mower 

Giveaway 

 

Nebraska Corn Growers Association on the Web 
 

     
    

   Website: www.necga.org  
 
         
   Twitter: @NeCGA 
 
 
   Facebook: Become a Fan of Nebraska Corn Growers Association  

 
 
   YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/NebraskaCornGrowers 
 
                              
     
   Flickr: http://www.flickr.com/photos/48303800@N07/  

Pictured left to right:  Kent Kirchoff - Plains Equipment 
Group, Mat Habrockς Nebraska Corn Growers Assoc.,  
David Endorf -  Daykin, NE. 

http://www.necga.org
http://www.youtube.com/user/NebraskaCornGrowers
http://www.flickr.com/photos/48303800@N07/
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Membership Update - 2,048 members! 

1st Quarter Local Growth Incentive  

From January 1 to April 20, 2011 the local association with the largest numeric and percentage increase in member-
ship will receive a complimentary team for the 2011 Nebraska Corn Grower Open at the York Country Club June 
13th.  Membership growth will be calculated based on the applications that have been submitted and paid to NeCGA 
by April 30th. 

2011 Individual Recruiter Incentive  

In an effort to encourage members to actively recruit new members, NeCGA has put together an individual recruiter 
incentive.  The NeCGA member that accumulates the most recruiter points from January 1, 2011 to December 31, 
2011 will receive an expense paid trip to Commodity Classic March 1-3, 2012 in Nashville Tennessee.  Points will be 
assigned using NCGA’s recruiter point system.  Be sure to sign up your friends and neighbors for NeCGA membership 
and start tallying your points towards a trip to Nashville! 

2011 Membership Benefits Program 

Your membership to the Nebraska Corn Growers Association also makes you a member of the National Corn Growers 
Association.  As part of that membership you are entitled to a wide range of benefits and services.  Those benefits 
include discounts at the following companies: Ford Motor Company, Dell Computers, Enterprise Rent-a-Car, and Ca-
bela’s.  Members can also access mobile marketing tools from NCGA and enter the Corn Yield Contest. 

For a full listing of your membership benefits visit, http://ncga.com/member-benefits. 

2010 Membership Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top Individual Recruiters - pictured L to R  

5th place Todd Kral, 4th Place Chuck Emanuel, 3rd 
place Dan Kellner, 2nd place (not pictured) Bruce 
Wiles, 1st Place Bob Bartek. 

Local Association Awards 
 

Saunders County - Largest Numeric  
Increase  (45 new members) 

 
West Central - Largest Percentage  

Increase  (46% increase) 
 

Congratulations to the winners of 
membership awards and a  

special thanks to everyone who 
ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ bŜ/D!Ωǎ  

membership in 2010! 
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BLACK BEAN AND CORN SALAD 

Ingredients  

4 ears corn, husks removed 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1 cup diced red bell pepper 
3/4 cup diced red onion 
1/4 cup cider vinegar 
1 (15-ounce) can black beans, rinsed and drained 
1 teaspoon minced garlic 
1/2 cup snow peas, julienned 
1 teaspoon sea salt 
1 teaspoon freshly cracked black pepper 

 

 

Directions  

Preheat the grill to medium.  
Grill the corn until lightly charred, about 2 minutes, turning 
frequently. Transfer the corn to a cutting board and using a 
serrated knife remove the kernels. Set aside.  
In a medium saute pan over medium-high heat, add the olive 
oil, then the red bell pepper and the red onion. Saute for 3 
minutes, then add the vinegar, beans and corn and saute for 
2 minutes. Stir in the garlic and the snow peas and saute for 
1 minute more. Remove from the heat to a serving bowl and 
season with salt and pepper. Serve warm or cold.  

NeCGA Cooking CORNer 
Submitted by Brenda Zanga 

http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/corn/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/cider-vinegar/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/garlic/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/sea-salt/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/grill/index.html
http://www.foodterms.com/encyclopedia/beans/index.html

